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Any deviation from strict rectitude he is obliged
wholly to ignore. It cannot be admitted into his
premisses without vitiating all his conclusions. A
problem in which a crooked man forms one of the
elements is insoluble by him."1

How, then, are we to conceive the nature or con- complete
duct of the " straight man " ?    To begin with, it is de^ce mtii
made clear that his dealings are only with straight ^01U
men ; for there are no " crooked men " in the ideal
community.     " The coexistence of a perfect man
and an imperfect society is impossible; and could
the two coexist the resulting conduct would not
furnish the ethical standard sought."2   " The ulti-
mate man is one in whom this process [of adapta-
tion to the social state] has gone so far as to produce
a correspondence between all the promptings of his
nature and all the requirements of his life as car-
ried on in society.    If so, it is a necessary implica-
tion that there exists an ideal code of conduct for-
mulating the behaviour of the completely-adapted
man in the completely-evolved society."    This is Resultant
the code of Absolute Ethics, whose injunctions alone code ofe
are " absolutely right," and which, " as a system ofethlcs
ideal conduct, is to serve as a standard for our guid-
ance in solving, as well as we can, the problems of
real conduct."3   At the outset, we were required to
" interpret the more developed by the less devel-

i Social Statics, quoted m Data of Ethics, p 271.

J Data of Ethics, p. 279.                               3 Ibid, p. 275.